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A Message from the President

4-H News & Updates

Every year on my
birthday I get out
my baby book and
read what my
Mom wrote in it.
The gifts and cards
I received for my
birth and early
birthdays are all
listed next to who
gave them to me.
Most of the names in the book are long gone or
have disappeared from my life. Among the many
things that she wrote were my likes and dislikes.
How I treated my brother when he was born, who I
played with and many pictures from my early years.
I have wonderful memories of a loving home and
family. As my younger brother and I grew up we
were encouraged to become anything we wanted
to be as adults. The moon and stars were not out of
reach. The good news is that my brother owned his
own masonry business as an adult and became a
husband and father. I became a rural mail carrier
and loved it for more than 30 years.
Unfortunately, not every person born has the same
opportunities or support that we enjoyed. Imagine
you have been born in a poor country like Haiti
where many things we take for granted are an uncertainty. Clean water, an education and learning
life skills aren’t always available due to location or
cost. Your contribution can make a difference. You
can fund a grant for a 4-H club, send a child to
school or purchase a water filter bucket system for
a family. Or any size contribution is welcome. Check
out our website at www.viphaiti.org. Updates to
the website coming soon. Think Spring!!!!
-Julie Stauss, President

Please keep our 4-H program leaders and clubs in
your thoughts and prayers. Bernine, our coordinator
has reported that a leader from the Mirebalais club
recently passed away. Another leader (Emilie from
the Sarrizan club) is also reportedly dying. I have
met Emilie before. She is a sweet woman who has
led one of the largest 4-H clubs for years. I know she
cares deeply for the youth and families in her community. One of my most impressionable memories
of her club was learning that they had been holding
a night school, and as a result over a dozen parents
of 4-H'ers learned how to read and write.
On a different note, we are still looking to connect
Wisconsin families and organizations with partner
clubs in Haiti. The sponsorship amount remains the
same ($150), but much like our education program,
you will receive a picture and information about
your club. We hope to cultivate long-term friendships and support for our Haitian 4-H clubs. More
information can be found in the previous newsletter.
Finally, a shout out goes to the Juneau Victorians 4-H
Club in Dodge County, Wisconsin (pictured below). After having VIP speak at one of their
meetings, they decided to sponsor a 4-H club and
also provided us
with a generous
garden seed donation! These
youth (and their
families) have
some big hearts!
As always, thanks for your continued interest in Ventures in People and our Mission! If you are interested in learning more about 4-H in Haiti and would like
someone to speak at your group’s event, please
email help4H@viphaiti.com
-Jocelyn Ritger, VIP 4H Coordinator
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Student Education
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